Past the Shallows
lllustrated chapter study guide

Favel Parrett | HSC Hub | EAL/D B2

Read - understand - analyse - write

43 illustrated study-guide sections, each with a short summary, key themes, a comprehension question
and model, and an analytical prompt with a developed model.

Section numbers refer to this study guide. Match the scenes to the pages in your class edition.
lllustrations are imagined interpretations, not evidence of wording or events.

Use the image to begin discussion, read the novel, answer the question independently, then compare
and improve using the model.

For 2027 EAL/D: Texts and human experiences. Exact quotations and page references must be
checked in your own copy.
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Section 1: Harry on the coast

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Harry explores the beach. He notices old shells and wonders about the people who lived there before.
Unlike his brothers, Harry is afraid of the sea.

Key themes

Nature: the sea can feel frightening. Loneliness: Harry feels different from his brothers.

Understand

How is Harry different from his brothers?
Model: Harry is afraid of the sea. His brothers enjoy being in the water.

Analyse

How do Harry’s observations differ from a tourist’s view of the coast?

Harry’s attention to the shore makes the opening more than a description of place. The landscape is
encountered through a child’s curiosity, so small discoveries carry personal importance while the sea’s
scale exceeds his control. This limited perspective introduces vulnerability without reducing Harry to
helplessness: he notices, imagines and explores. Readers are asked to hold his active interest
alongside the dangers surrounding him. The section therefore establishes a tension that develops
across the novel, between the possibility of connection with place and exposure to forces a child cannot
manage.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 2: Miles at work
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles works on the fishing boat with the adults. We hear about Uncle Nick drowning and a car crash.
We do not know the full story yet.

Key themes

Responsibility: Miles has adult duties. Memory: the past is slowly revealed.

Understand

What responsibility does Miles have?
Model: Miles has to work on the fishing boat. This is a heavy responsibility for a boy.

Analyse

Which details are facts, and which invite suspicion?

Miles’s boat work is directly represented, whereas ideas about the full connection between family
history and present danger remain provisional at this stage. Boat work presents Miles as capable while
exposing the unfairness of his responsibilities. The contrast between his youth and the adult demands
placed on him complicates any reading of work as simply a source of maturity. References to Nick and
the accident also withhold a complete explanation of family history. Readers encounter physical
insecurity and incomplete knowledge together. This arrangement makes vulnerability both immediate
and inherited: Miles must respond to present danger while living with a past he does not yet fully
understand.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.

Past the Shallows | lllustrated study guide



Section 3: The Hobart regatta
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Aunty Jean takes Harry to the Hobart regatta. Harry finds twenty dollars. He uses the money to buy gifts
for Miles and his friend Stuart.

Key themes

Care: Harry thinks about other people. Friendship: gifts show connection.

Understand

What do Harry’s gifts show about him?
Model: Harry is generous. He wants to make Miles and Stuart happy.

Analyse

What does Harry choose to do with his good fortune?

Harry’s response to finding money characterises him through what he chooses to do. His interest in gifts
for Miles and Stuart makes generosity visible in an ordinary action, rather than requiring the narrator to
call him kind. The regatta offers a brief setting of pleasure and possibility, contrasting with the pressures
of home. Readers can recognise that Harry gives care as well as needing it. This scene matters to a
whole-text argument because it prevents vulnerability from becoming his only defining quality.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 4: Returning home
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Harry returns home after the regatta. His happy mood changes because home feels tense. Miles
worries about Harry, while Dad makes the house feel unsafe.

Key themes

Family: home is not always safe. Care: Miles looks out for Harry.

Understand

How does Harry’s mood change at home?
Model: Harry feels less happy at home. Dad’s behaviour makes the house tense.

Analyse

How does the change of setting alter the mood?

The return home changes the significance of the outing’s pleasure. By juxtaposing an enjoyable public
experience with domestic strain, Parrett challenges the expectation that home will provide the strongest
sense of security. Miles’s concern offers care within that environment, but his presence cannot remove
the adult power shaping it. Readers therefore distinguish a protective relationship from a safe
household. The section develops belonging as an experience produced by actions and atmosphere,
rather than guaranteed by entering a family space.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 5: Abalone and survival
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

The family needs money from catching abalone, a type of shellfish. Miles works with Dad, Jeff and
Martin. The fishing work is difficult and dangerous.

Key themes

Work: the family needs the catch. Danger: fishing puts Miles at risk.

Understand

Why is abalone important to the family?
Model: The family sells abalone to earn money. They depend on fishing for their income.

Analyse

How does livelihood complicate Miles’s ability to leave?

Abalone fishing connects danger with economic necessity. Miles’s work cannot be understood only as
an adventurous encounter with the sea, because the family relies on the catch and adults direct the
activity. The boat places him in a hierarchy where practical competence does not give him equal power.
Readers recognise why leaving or refusing work is not a simple available solution. The section
complicates vulnerability by showing how livelihood, family dependence and adult authority make
exposure difficult to escape.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 6: George and Jake

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Harry meets George Fuller and his dog, Jake. These new connections become important to Harry. They
offer friendship outside his family.

Key themes

Friendship: Harry finds company. Belonging: care can come from outside the family.
Understand

Who are George and Jake?

Model: George is a man Harry meets. Jake is George’s dog.

Analyse

What makes this encounter important to Harry?

George and Jake introduce the possibility of belonging beyond the household. Harry’s encounter is
significant because an unfamiliar person is not judged solely through established family or community
assumptions. The dog creates an ordinary point of contact, allowing trust to begin through action.
Readers are invited to evaluate care by what people do rather than where they stand socially. At this
stage the connection is tentative; a strong answer traces how later visits turn the initial encounter into a
more developed relationship.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 7: Surfing with Joe

Summary and key events

Joe and Miles go surfing together. Miles enjoys this time away from work and home. The sea gives the
brothers a moment of happiness.

Key themes

Freedom: surfing gives Miles a break. Brotherhood: shared time brings the brothers together.

Understand

Why does Miles enjoy surfing with Joe?

Model: Surfing lets Miles feel free and happy. He also enjoys being with his brother.

Analyse

Why compare this water scene with the boat scenes?

Surfing prevents the sea from carrying only one meaning. With Joe, Miles experiences shared pleasure
and a temporary release from work and domestic pressure. The contrast with the fishing scenes makes
freedom a particular relationship with the environment, rather than a permanent quality of nature.
Readers can understand why the brothers remain drawn to a coast that also threatens them. This
ambivalence strengthens a whole-text argument: beauty and danger coexist, so later tragedy should not
erase the significance of earlier joy.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 8: The attraction of Jake

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Harry wants to spend time with Jake. His love for the dog draws him towards George. Harry is looking
for friendship and affection.

Key themes

Companionship: Harry wants a friend. Care: Harry gives and seeks affection.

Understand

Why does Harry want to see Jake?

Model: Harry likes the puppy and wants company. Jake gives him a connection outside home.

Analyse

What does the dog make possible in the relationship?

Harry’s attraction to Jake reveals a need for companionship through a small interaction. His interest in
the puppy is not merely decorative; it draws him towards a relationship in which affection can be offered
and received without the household’s pressures. Indirect characterisation allows readers to infer his
needs from attention and movement. The scene also establishes an ordinary form of care, contrasting
with more dramatic protective acts later. Harry’s vulnerability is therefore represented through everyday
emotional needs as well as immediate physical danger.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 9: Danger on the boat

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

A shark comes near the fishing boat. The adults’ reckless actions make the situation worse. The fishing

trip becomes dangerous for Miles and the others.

Key themes

Danger: the boat becomes unsafe. Responsibility: adults fail to protect a child.

Understand

Is the shark the only cause of danger?
Model: No. The adults also create danger through their reckless behaviour.

Analyse

What does the episode reveal about Miles’s position among the adults?

The shark episode shows that danger is produced by adult choices as well as the natural environment.

Recklessness on the boat exposes Miles to consequences he cannot control, although he is expected
to work within them. A response that blames only the sea would overlook this relationship between
power and risk. Readers are positioned to judge the adults’ responsibility through action. The section
also contributes to foreshadowing: later boat danger acquires greater force because the working
environment has already shown how protection can fail.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 10: A place to talk

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Harry visits George and Jake again. George’s company gives Harry comfort. Harry begins to talk to
George about his life.

Key themes

Trust: Harry feels able to talk. Belonging: George offers comfort.

Understand

Why does Harry talk to George?
Model: Harry feels comfortable with George. He trusts him enough to share his experiences.

Analyse

What kind of safety is offered here?

George’s quiet welcome gives Harry a different model of adult interaction. Comfort and conversation
allow him to begin expressing experiences that the home does not safely accommodate. The contrast is
important because belonging emerges from patient attention rather than from biological kinship alone.
Readers see a child’s needs become recognisable through an ordinary encounter. This refuge does not
solve the whole family situation, but it establishes care as real and valuable even when its reach is
limited.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 11:

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Dad is angry because the boat has caught no abalone. He goes to the pub and leaves Miles to tie up
the boat. Mr Roberts offers a different adult response.

Key themes

Responsibility: Miles is left with a difficult job. Care: adults can choose to help.

Understand

What does Dad leave Miles to do?

Model: Dad leaves Miles to moor the boat. This means tying it up safely.

Analyse

How is practical competence different from emotional security?

Leaving Miles to moor the boat makes adult responsibility a burden carried by a child. His ability to
perform the task should not be confused with evidence that the arrangement is fair or safe. Mr Roberts
supplies a contrasting adult presence, making the father’s choices more visible rather than treating
them as inevitable features of working life. Readers can distinguish competence from security. The
section supports an argument that growing responsibility may demonstrate resilience while also
exposing neglect.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 12: Harry cares for Miles

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles is exhausted and has a cough. Harry makes him a warm drink. Harry imagines a pleasant
afternoon together, but Miles is too deeply asleep.

Key themes

Care: Harry tries to help Miles. Brotherhood: care goes both ways.

Understand

How does Harry show care for Miles?
Model: Harry makes Miles a warm drink. He wants his tired brother to feel better.

Analyse

How does Harry’s small act complicate a view of him only as someone who receives care?

Harry’s attempt to comfort Miles makes care reciprocal. He notices his brother’s exhaustion and
prepares a warm drink, responding to a need through the resources available to a small child. Miles’s
deep sleep reveals the bodily cost of work and prevents the afternoon Harry imagines from taking place.
Readers see generosity and limitation together: the gesture matters even though it cannot remove the
conditions exhausting Miles. This section complicates a simple division between a protective older
brother and a younger brother who only receives care.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 13: Aunty Jean and the haircut
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles and Harry visit Aunty Jean and have their hair cut. She gives some practical care. However, her
words and actions do not always make the boys feel understood.

Key themes

Family: relatives can be difficult. Care: practical help is not the same as understanding.

Understand

Does Aunty Jean always understand the boys?
Model: No. She gives some help, but she does not always understand the boys’ feelings.

Analyse

Which details complicate a simple judgement of Jean?

Aunty Jean'’s involvement asks readers to separate practical attention from complete emotional safety.
The haircut visit brings the boys into family contact, but the relationship remains mixed rather than
becoming an uncomplicated source of refuge. Contradictory characterisation prevents one kind or harsh
moment from determining the entire judgement. A developed response would compare her words and
actions within the scene, then test them against other appearances. Parrett therefore represents family
relationships as uneven experiences requiring evidence-based evaluation.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 14: The wrecked car

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

The boys clear out Granddad’s shed. They find the wreck of Mum’s car. Miles discovers a shark’s tooth
in the back seat.

Key themes

Memory: objects bring back the past. Loss: Mum’s death still affects the boys.

Understand

What does Miles find in Mum'’s car?

Model: Miles finds a shark’s tooth in the back seat. It becomes an important object in the story.

Analyse

Why does the object matter before its meaning is explained?

The wrecked car makes the family’s past materially present. Discovering the tooth within it introduces
an object whose full significance is not immediately available, encouraging readers to remember a
detail before they can explain it. The shed joins present activity with the consequences of an earlier
event. Symbolism is useful here only when connected to that developing context: the tooth is not
assigned a fixed meaning in isolation. Its later recurrence makes this discovery part of a larger structure
of delayed understanding.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 15: Fragments on the way to the tip
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

On the journey to the rubbish tip, Miles remembers parts of the accident. His memories are incomplete.
We learn more about the crash a little at a time.

Key themes
Memory: the past returns in pieces. Uncertainty: Miles does not yet understand everything.

Understand

Does Miles remember the whole accident clearly?
Model: No. He remembers only parts of it. The reader must wait for more information.

Analyse

What new information arrives, and what remains uncertain?

Miles’s partial recollections place the reader inside developing knowledge rather than a complete
account of the accident. The journey allows the past to interrupt the present, so narrative order differs
from simple story chronology. This creates uncertainty with a purpose: readers must retain fragments
and reconsider them when later information arrives. A strong structural answer identifies exactly what
becomes known and what remains unresolved. The effect is not merely suspense; it represents
memory as a difficult route towards understanding family experience.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 16: The tooth and the quarrel
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles and Gary Bones fight over the shark’s tooth. Later, Miles and Joe argue about their mother. The
tooth is linked to painful feelings about the past.

Key themes

Conflict: hurt feelings lead to arguments. Loss: the brothers respond differently to Mum’s death.

Understand

Why is the tooth more than an ordinary object?
Model: It is connected to Mum and the past. This makes it important to the brothers.

Analyse

Why is the tooth more than an ordinary object?

Conflict over the tooth shows how an object can concentrate feelings that extend beyond its material
value. The brothers’ tension about their mother links possession with grief and incomplete memory.
Readers must therefore interpret the quarrel within the family history rather than treating it as an
isolated disagreement. The object’s recurrence gives it symbolic potential, but its significance develops
through context. This scene can support an argument that shared loss does not produce identical
responses or uncomplicated solidarity between siblings.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 17: Harry speaks about the sea
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Harry tells George that the sea makes him sick and afraid. With George, he feels more relaxed. He
begins to separate the sea itself from his frightening fishing experiences.

Key themes

Trust: Harry shares his feelings. Fear: a safe person helps Harry face a worry.

Understand
What does Harry tell George?

Model: Harry says he is afraid of the sea and gets seasick. George’s company helps him feel calmer.

Analyse
How does George help Harry think differently?

George’s conversation with Harry complicates the assumption that fear of the sea has one simple
cause. Harry can begin to distinguish the environment from the experiences and demands associated
with fishing. Quiet dialogue creates space for his feelings to be expressed without ridicule or threat.
Readers recognise care in the way an adult responds to a child’s account, not only in providing practical
shelter. The section therefore develops both the sea’s ambivalent meanings and an alternative form of
adult responsibility.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 18: The cannery and the father
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles is with Dad near the cannery, a place where fish are processed. Miles hates the thought of
working there. Dad’s harsh behaviour adds to his discomfort.

Key themes

Work: Miles has few choices. Power: Dad controls much of Miles’s life.

Understand

How does Miles feel about working in the cannery?

Model: Miles does not want to work there. The thought makes him feel deeply uncomfortable.

Analyse
What does the setting add to the relationship?

The cannery links work with bodily discomfort and the father’s harsh authority. Its sensory qualities
make economic survival feel immediate rather than abstract. Read beside the surfing scenes, this
environment distinguishes chosen pleasure from compulsory labour. Readers can see why Miles’s
practical ability does not amount to freedom. A precise analysis would identify particular sensory details
from the passage and explain how they shape the encounter, rather than claiming that all industrial
settings automatically symbolise oppression.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 19: Missing memories of Mum

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Harry spends time with George. We learn that Harry has very little memory of Mum. George and Jake
offer care and company that Harry needs.

Key themes

Loss: Harry has few memories of Mum. Belonging: friendship helps him feel less alone.

Understand

What makes Harry’s loss of Mum different?
Model: Harry has very few memories of her. He has lost the chance to know her as well as losing her.

Analyse

How does Harry’s loss differ from Miles’s remembered loss?

Harry’s limited memories show that loss includes missing knowledge as well as remembered
experience. Unlike Miles, he cannot draw on the same store of recollections of their mother. The
relationship with George develops beside this absence, giving present care significance without
replacing the missing person. Readers are invited to understand grief as unevenly experienced within
one family. Focalisation matters because Harry’'s lack of memory is part of how the past reaches him,
rather than a factual gap the narrative must simply fill.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 20: Fisheries arrive

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Two fisheries officials come to question Dad about breaking fishing rules. Harry is alone at home when
they arrive. Adult problems leave Harry in a vulnerable position.

Key themes
Responsibility: Dad’s actions have consequences. Vulnerability: Harry has no adult beside him.

Understand
Why do the officials visit?

Model: They want to question Dad about breaking fishing rules.

Analyse

What does Harry know about the adult situation?

The officials’ arrival brings adult infringements into Harry’s immediate world. His position alone in the
house creates a gap between the institutional situation and the child’s limited understanding of it.
Readers may recognise implications he cannot fully interpret, producing tension through restricted
perspective. The scene does not require the officials themselves to be treated as threatening villains. Its
significance lies in the relationship between public consequences and private vulnerability, showing how
adult conduct reaches a child without giving him control over it.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 21: The grandfather’s house

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles visits Granddad’s empty house. He remembers talking with Granddad about wood. He thinks
about making beautiful things, as Granddad did.

Key themes

Memory: a place brings back the past. Care: Granddad’s influence remains.

Understand

What does the house make Miles remember?

Model: Miles remembers Granddad and his work with wood. The memories remind him of care and
creativity.

Analyse

How do objects keep an absent relationship present?

The grandfather’'s house keeps an absent relationship present through place and material objects.
Woodworking evokes a model of care and skill different from the father’s demands. The boys’
conversation makes the deserted setting a site of memory rather than empty scenery. Readers can
understand inheritance as emotional as well as material: what has been learned or remembered
continues to shape the present. A developed argument would distinguish the comfort of this legacy from
the impossibility of restoring the earlier family life.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 22: Joe will leave

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles and Joe enjoy surfing together. Then Joe talks about leaving. Their happy time becomes mixed
with Miles’s fear of losing his brother’'s company.

Key themes

Freedom: Joe wants a life of his own. Separation: his leaving affects Miles.

Understand

Why does the mood change after surfing?

Model: Joe says he is leaving. Miles’s happiness is mixed with worry about being without him.

Analyse

How can Joe’s choice be both understandable and painful?

Placing surfing pleasure beside Joe’s departure makes freedom emotionally complicated. Joe’s wish to
leave can be understandable while still increasing Miles’s sense of burden and separation.
Juxtaposition allows these meanings to coexist rather than forcing readers to choose a simple verdict.
The shared sea experience is therefore changed by knowledge of what follows. This scene supports a
qualified argument about responsibility: personal independence has value, but its consequences are
distributed unequally among those who remain.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 23: The depleted home
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

The boys are hungry and uncomfortable at home. Their basic needs are not being met. The house does
not give them the care and safety they need.

Key themes

Neglect: the boys’ needs are ignored. Home: a house is not always a safe place.

Understand

What shows that the boys are neglected?
Model: They are hungry and uncomfortable. The adults are not meeting their basic needs.

Analyse

Which physical details reveal neglect?

The depleted home represents neglect through concrete conditions. Hunger and discomfort make
vulnerability visible in everyday needs, rather than relying on an abstract declaration that the boys are
unhappy. The setting challenges the conventional association between home and shelter. Read against
George’s welcome, these details show that belonging is not guaranteed by a family address. Readers
can identify the gap between what children need and what their household supplies, connecting
atmosphere with the consequences of adult choices.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 24: Drunken adults

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Dad and Jeff drink heavily. Their violent words and behaviour frighten the boys. The boys have to leave
home to get away from them.

Key themes

Violence: adult behaviour creates fear. Safety: the boys must find shelter elsewhere.

Understand

Why do the boys leave home?
Model: They leave because Dad and Jeff are threatening them. Home is not safe.

Analyse

What contrast with George’s home does this invite?

The drunken adults turn the household into a place the boys need to leave. Threatening conduct and
speech expose the failure of expected protection. The contrast with quieter caring encounters makes
this danger a product of relationships, not merely a dark atmosphere surrounding the characters.
Readers are asked to evaluate the consequences for the children rather than excuse behaviour through
adult grievance. The scene develops a crucial distinction: dependence on an adult does not mean that
the adult provides safety.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 25: Refuge with George
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

The boys seek comfort with George. He offers a safe place when home is threatening. This care also
brings back a memory of Granddad.

Key themes

Care: George offers protection. Belonging: safety can come from outside family.

Understand

How does George help the boys?
Model: George offers them refuge. He gives them a safer place and comfort.

Analyse

How does this refuge develop the idea of care?

George’s refuge demonstrates the value of care beyond biological family. Its significance emerges
through contrast with the home, where adult conduct has driven the boys away. Connections with
remembered care from the grandfather also place the refuge within a wider pattern of supportive
relationships. Readers can see that belonging is created by welcome and attention rather than
guaranteed by kinship. This does not make refuge a complete solution; its limited reach helps preserve
the novel’'s tension between meaningful care and continuing vulnerability.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 26: Loss and Joe’s absence

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles remembers Mum and the sadness of losing her. Harry senses that Joe has left. The brothers face
an old loss and a new separation.

Key themes

Grief: Mum’s absence still hurts. Separation: Joe’s departure adds another loss.

Understand

What two losses matter in this section?
Model: The boys have lost Mum. They also face Joe’s departure.

Analyse

What can Harry sense without fully understanding?

Miles’s grief and Harry’s awareness of Joe’s departure show different kinds of knowledge within the
same family. Miles’s memories attach present feelings to earlier loss, while Harry senses separation
through his own limited understanding. Alternating focal attention prevents the brothers from becoming
interchangeable representatives of childhood. Readers recognise that shared circumstances produce
distinct emotional experiences. The section therefore develops isolation within connection: the brothers
care for one another, but they do not possess identical memories or ways of interpreting absence.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 27: The caravan
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles takes Harry to Stuart’s caravan to keep him away from home. He tries to protect his younger
brother. The caravan helps, but it is only a temporary place to stay.

Key themes

Care: Miles protects Harry. Safety: the boys have limited choices.

Understand

Why does Miles take Harry to the caravan?
Model: Miles wants to keep Harry away from danger at home. The caravan offers temporary shelter.

Analyse

Why is this protection necessary but insecure?

The caravan represents care as an improvised response to restricted choices. Miles acts to shelter
Harry, but the temporary setting reveals the absence of secure adult provision. Its contrast with the
unsafe home allows readers to value his resourcefulness without mistaking it for a lasting solution. This
is stronger than simply calling Miles heroic: his loving intention operates within conditions he cannot
control. The scene supports a qualified argument that protection may sustain someone while leaving
their underlying vulnerability unresolved.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 28: A photograph at home

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles goes back to the house. An old photograph makes him remember Mum. The picture connects his
present life with the past.

Key themes

Memory: a picture brings back feelings. Loss: Mum remains important to Miles.

Understand

What brings back Miles’s memories?
Model: An old photograph brings back memories of Mum.

Analyse

How does a photograph work differently from direct explanation?

The photograph allows a still object to interrupt the present with memory. Rather than presenting the
past as a continuous explanatory account, Parrett lets a material detail prompt Miles’s recollection.
Readers experience the mother’s continuing importance through the relationship between the object
and the response it produces. This develops grief as part of present consciousness, not a completed
event left behind. A structural analysis would connect this recollection to earlier fragments and explain
how the sequence gradually changes what can be understood.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 29: Fish and chips

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Dad brings fish and chips for Miles. This looks like an ordinary family meal. However, the house sitill
feels tense, and the food does not remove the earlier harm.

Key themes

Family: ordinary moments can contain fear. Care: one gesture does not undo harm.

Understand

Does the meal make everything better?
Model: No. Dad’s earlier behaviour still matters. The relationship remains tense.

Analyse

Why should this scene be read beside earlier conduct?

The ordinary meal complicates the father’s characterisation without cancelling the wider pattern of
harm. A momentary gesture must be read beside earlier and later actions, rather than used as proof
that the relationship has become safe. Readers are asked to make a judgement across the narrative
instead of relying on one isolated encounter. The scene’s tension can therefore be analysed through
the gap between normal domestic provision and insecure emotional conditions. Complexity here
increases precision; it does not require excusing harmful conduct.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.

Past the Shallows | lllustrated study guide

30



Section 30: Harry’s hidden destination
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Harry pretends he is going home. Instead, he goes towards George’s house. He chooses the place
where he expects to feel safer and more welcome.

Key themes

Safety: Harry avoids a frightening home. Trust: he turns to George.

Understand

Where does Harry go instead of home?
Model: Harry goes to George’s house. He expects comfort and safety there.

Analyse

What does his destination reveal about home?

Harry’s chosen destination reveals where he expects belonging. The difference between the impression
he gives and the place he actually seeks characterises him through action. Going towards George
shows that the meaning of home is not secured by a household label. Readers infer his need for
comfort from his movement, rather than a lengthy explanation of motive. A developed response could
compare the settings and identify the textual details that make his choice understandable within the
family situation.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 31: Waiting for George

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Harry waits for George to return home. George’s arrival matters to him. The wait shows how much
Harry depends on this friendship for comfort.

Key themes

Loneliness: waiting can feel difficult. Trust: George is important to Harry.
Understand

Why does Harry want George to return?

Model: Harry wants company and comfort. George helps him feel less alone.
Analyse

How is waiting shaped by Harry’s perspective?

Waiting gives an ordinary pause emotional weight. Harry’s comfort depends on another person’s
presence, so the delay foregrounds the uncertainty attached to seeking care. Limited focalisation keeps
attention on what waiting means for him rather than supplying a broad adult explanation. Readers may
recognise a vulnerability that does not involve immediate physical danger: the need for reassurance
and connection. A pacing analysis should distinguish a slower narrative moment from a claim that
nothing important is happening.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 32: Miles in the car

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles travels in the car with Dad. More memories of the crash return. A storm is coming, and Dad’s
behaviour adds to the feeling of danger.

Key themes

Memory: the past returns again. Danger: both weather and adult behaviour threaten Miles.
Understand

What two things make the journey tense?

Model: A storm is approaching. Dad'’s harsh behaviour also makes Miles feel threatened.
Analyse

How does the past alter the meaning of the present journey?

The car journey brings remembered and present danger into closer relationship. Further recollections
interrupt Miles’s experience while the approaching storm intensifies expectations about what may
follow. Readers do not receive the past as neutral background; it alters the meaning of the current
encounter with the father. The section therefore helps build the climax structurally. A strong answer
identifies one remembered detail and explains how its placement makes the present situation more
disturbing or uncertain.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 33: Returning Harry home

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles persuades Harry to return home instead of staying with George. Harry does not want to go. Miles
tries to care for him, but the boys have few safe choices.

Key themes

Care: Miles tries to guide Harry. Power: the boys cannot choose freely.

Understand
Why does Harry want to stay with George?

Model: Harry feels safer and more comfortable with George than at home.

Analyse
Why is Miles’s decision difficult to judge simply?

Miles’s attempt to bring Harry home makes protective judgement difficult. His intention must be
understood within restricted choices and adult power, not assessed as though he had unlimited control.
Harry’s reluctance also reminds readers that the household and George’s refuge do not offer equivalent
experiences. The scene creates tension between caring purpose and possible consequence. This
supports a huanced argument about responsibility: love can motivate action while the surrounding
conditions make its outcome insecure.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 34: The Southern Lights dream

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Harry dreams about the Southern Lights. The beautiful dream gives a quiet pause in the story. It comes

just before the dangerous storm events.

Key themes

Hope: Harry imagines beauty. Danger: peace comes before the storm.

Understand

What does Harry's dream add to the story?

Model: The dream adds beauty and peace. This contrasts with the danger that follows.

Analyse

What does this change in atmosphere contribute?

The Southern Lights dream widens the emotional possibilities of the narrative. Imaginative beauty
creates a pause before the crisis, allowing Harry’s inner experience to contain more than fear and
hardship. Read beside the storm sections, the shift in atmosphere makes the contrast significant
without turning the dream into a literal prediction. Readers encounter an image of possibility that
remains distinct from material safety. A developed answer should explain the narrative cues marking
dream experience and avoid reporting imagined events as ordinary plot.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 35: The storm voyage

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Dad forces Harry and Miles to go out on the boat during the storm. Miles gives Harry the shark’s tooth.
The fuel runs out, adding another danger.

Key themes

Danger: the boys are trapped in unsafe conditions. Care: Miles stays connected to Harry.

Understand

Why is this boat trip especially dangerous?
Model: There is a storm and the boat runs out of fuel. Dad has taken both boys into unsafe conditions.

Analyse

Which earlier motifs are brought together here?

The storm voyage brings earlier sources of vulnerability together. The boat's work, the father’s
authority, worsening conditions and the tooth’s recurrence converge rather than appearing as unrelated
details. Readers recognise that the climax grows from established relationships and motifs.
Foreshadowing can be analysed through specific earlier scenes, but the storm should not make every
previous sea description mean danger. The section develops a whole-text pattern in which
environmental exposure and adult choices combine to limit the boys’ control.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 36: Harry endangered
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Dad attacks Miles. Harry tries to help his brother. Dad notices the shark’s tooth, blames Harry and
forces him off the boat into the stormy sea.

Key themes

Violence: Dad harms his children. Brotherhood: Harry tries to protect Miles.

Understand

How does Harry respond when Miles is attacked?
Model: Harry tries to help Miles and call for help. He wants to protect his brother.

Analyse

How does this fulfil or revise earlier expectations?

The father’s attack makes the failure of protection explicit, while Harry’s attempt to intervene
demonstrates his active loyalty to Miles. Noticing the tooth connects the immediate violence with the
family’s partly withheld past. Readers must recognise adult responsibility for the danger rather than
attributing everything to the storm. The scene also complicates Harry’s characterisation: he is
vulnerable, but he tries to help and resist. Its structural force comes from bringing earlier objects, threats
and relationships into a devastating present consequence.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 37: Revelation and attempted rescue

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Dad reveals more about Mum leaving and the car crash. Miles jumps into the sea to rescue Harry. He
struggles to keep both of them above the water.

Key themes

Truth: the family story becomes clearer. Care: Miles risks his life for Harry.

Understand

Why does Miles jump into the water?

Model: Miles jumps in to rescue Harry. He tries to keep his brother alive.

Analyse

Which earlier scenes must now be reinterpreted?

The revelation occurs while Miles is trying to save Harry, making knowledge inseparable from urgent
action. The father’s account changes the meaning of the accident fragments, but its claims still require
careful evaluation against the surrounding narrative. Miles’s leap into the water demonstrates loving
commitment without giving him control over the conditions. Readers confront the difference between
willingness to protect and the power to succeed. The section therefore develops care as morally
significant while refusing to guarantee safety through good intention.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 38: A dreamlike passage

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

The story moves into a dreamlike scene during the storm. The images feel different from the real
danger on the sea. They give a brief pause in the action.

Key themes

Dreams: imagined experience enters the story. Danger: the dream interrupts the real threat.

Understand

How does this section feel different?
Model: It feels dreamlike rather than like ordinary action. This changes the mood during the storm.

Analyse

Which details support a literal or imaginative interpretation?

The dreamlike sequence interrupts the immediate crisis with a different mode of experience. Its imagery
invites an imaginative reading, so a summary should not confidently convert every detail into a literal
event. The change can offer emotional possibility while preserving the surrounding danger. Readers are
asked to consider how narrative form expresses experience beyond straightforward external action. A
precise response identifies the cues that make the passage dreamlike and explains its relationship with
the sections before and after it.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 39: Miles overwhelmed

Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Miles struggles in the stormy water. He tries to help Harry, but his strength is running out. He begins to
lose consciousness.

Key themes

Care: Miles keeps trying. Vulnerability: love cannot remove every danger.

Understand

Why can Miles not fully control the situation?

Model: The sea is too powerful and Miles is losing strength. He cannot keep fighting forever.

Analyse

How does this complicate an argument about heroic protection?

Miles’s struggle exposes the limits of individual agency. His determination cannot simply command the
sea or prevent exhaustion. This makes the reader distinguish the moral value of care from its practical
success, complicating a simple heroic rescue pattern. The environment remains physically
overwhelming even when a character acts courageously. Read beside earlier everyday protection, the
section develops rather than cancels Miles’s care: it shows how vulnerability can persist despite
sustained commitment to another person.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 40: The accident revisited
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

More memories of the car crash return to Miles. The reader can connect these memories with earlier
clues. The past becomes clearer.

Key themes

Memory: missing details return. Truth: new information changes earlier ideas.
Understand

Why are these memories important?

Model: They help Miles and the reader understand the crash more clearly.
Analyse

Choose one earlier clue and explain its changed significance.

Revisiting the accident gives earlier fragments a changed significance. The delayed recollection matters
because readers must reconsider details already encountered, including the material discoveries
connected with the car. Understanding is therefore produced retrospectively rather than delivered at the
start. A careful response separates the remembered sequence from the father’'s account and marks any
remaining uncertainty. The section supports an argument that memory both preserves attachment and
disturbs certainty about relationships once taken for granted.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 41: Joe cares for Miles
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

Joe cares for Miles after the storm. Harry has died, and the brothers are grieving. Joe now supports
Miles, who had carried so much responsibility before.

Key themes

Grief: the brothers face Harry’s loss. Care: Joe now supports Miles.

Understand

How does Joe’s role change?
Model: Joe becomes a carer for Miles. Miles now needs the support he once gave Harry.

Analyse

How has Joe’s role changed from his earlier departure?

Joe’s care for Miles changes the distribution of responsibility after Harry’s loss. The brother who earlier
left now becomes a source of support, complicating an interpretation of departure as a final measure of
his feelings. Readers see care continuing without receiving a suggestion that it can reverse tragedy.
The altered relationship also allows Miles to receive help rather than remaining only the protector. This
development supports a qualified whole-text judgement: connection can endure while the
consequences of loss remain irreversible.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Section 42: Revisiting the house
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

The brothers return to Granddad’s house. The place brings the past close again. Memories of
Granddad and Harry make leaving feel emotional.

Key themes

Memory: places keep connections to the past. Loss: absent loved ones still matter.

Understand

Why does Granddad’s house matter?
Model: It connects the brothers with people they have lost. The place keeps their memories close.

Analyse

What is carried forward even when a place is left?

The return to the grandfather’s house joins departure with continuity. A place associated with earlier
care becomes part of the surviving brothers’ present transition, carrying emotional significance through
its recurrence. Readers can see that leaving does not mean abandoning every relationship or memory
attached to the setting. The scene helps develop endurance without equating it with recovery from all
damage. A structural answer compares this return with the earlier house scene and identifies what has
changed in the brothers’ circumstances.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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Al-created interpretive illustration. Check details against the novel.

Summary and key events

The story returns to Cloudy Bay. The sea and important objects appear again. Joe and Miles face a
future together, but Harry's absence is still deeply felt.

Key themes

Hope: life can continue. Loss: Harry is not forgotten.

Understand

Is the ending only happy or only sad?
Model: It is both hopeful and sad. Joe and Miles can move forward, but they still grieve for Harry.

Analyse

To what extent is there hope without erasing loss?

The ending returns to coastal imagery with meanings transformed by the intervening losses. Circular
structure therefore produces a changed return, not a reset. Movement towards a future for Miles and

Joe can suggest hope, while Harry's absence prevents an uncomplicated resolution. Readers must hold

continuity and damage together. A qualified evaluation would explain what closes and what remains

unresolved, using a verified opening-ending comparison. The novel allows belonging to persist without

presenting connection as a cure for irreversible loss.

Add brief verified wording and a page reference from your edition where they strengthen this explanation.
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